
2013_08_15_ WMPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting Notes 
 
A meeting of the WMPO BikePed Committee was held on Thursday, August 15 at 8:30am.  The 
meeting was held in the Conference Room on Floor 3 of 305 Chestnut Street. 
 
The meeting was led by Suraiya Rashid.  The following people were present at the meeting: Al 
Sharp, Al Schroetel, Katie Ryan, Adrienne Harrington, Karyn Crichton, Sharon Boyd, Karin Mills, 
Steve Whitney, Jerry Haire, and George Eckart. 

The following was the order of discussion for the meeting:  
 

1) Approval of Meeting Notes from the June 2013 Meeting 
• S. Whitney noted that on page 3 the word “quadrants” should be changed to 

“sections”. S. Whitney moved to approve with corrections. A. Schroetel 
seconded, all approved. 

 
2) New Business  

a) Prioritization 3.0 Submission 
• S. Rashid and A. Harrington gave a presentation on staff proposal for 

submission to NCDOT for Bicycle and Pedestrian projects for Prioritization 
3.0. S. Rashid outlined that NCDOT did not have a significant pot of funding 
for bicycle and pedestrian projects and that they were requiring a 20% local 
match on any projects. S. Rashid stated that the community should not 
anticipate that this would be a significant source of funding for bicycle and 
pedestrian projects in the community. A. Harrington outlined the WMPO 
staff proposal of 20 projects. A. Harrington explained that staff proposed that 
projects be chosen from the adopted Cape Fear Commutes 2035 long-range 
transportation plan as occurred with Prioritization 2.0. This allowed projects 
to be submitted in a ranked order that was approved by the committee at 
two junctures – the committee created the initial list for the Cape Fear 
Commutes 2035 long-range transportation plan; the committee also tweaked 
the initial list for the Prioritization 2.0 submittal. A. Harrington asked the 
committee what other tweaks were necessary. 

• S. Whitney mentioned that he would like to see a project on the list in 
Brunswick County. He suggested the addition of the multi-use path to 
Brunswick Nature Park to Westgate Park. The committee generally concurred 
that addition of this project would benefit the list and show greater 
geographic equity in project distribution. 

• S. Boyd pointed out that project “D” (Carolina Beach Road Bike Lanes) 
conflicted with the greenway plan recommendation, which was adopted 
after Cape Fear Commutes 2035. She mentioned that this project was very 
large, expensive, and hardly “low-hanging fruit”. She suggested that 
consideration should be given to changing this project.  



• A. Sharp moved to remove project “D” and to add the multi-use path 
suggestion from Brunswick Nature Park to Westgate Park. K. Crichton 
seconded the motion. Discussion for the motion ensued. 

• K. Crichton mentioned that she felt uneasy about the quick turn-around of 
the request to support or evaluate the list. She suggested that the BikePed 
Committee consider a subcommittee to review and create a new suggested 
list based on NCDOT’s criteria for evaluating bicycle and pedestrian projects. 
S. Rashid re-read NCDOT’s criteria and stated that she felt that they were 
similar to the criteria that WMPO BikePed Committee had come-up with to 
create the original list. S. Rashid stated that part of the push from staff to 
adopt something sooner rather than later would be because the importance 
of the P 3.0 list was less than the importance of focusing on the development 
of the MTP. A. Harrington stated that the list was not generated from staff in 
a vacuum, but represented tweaks to the adopted list that was reviewed by 
the public and adopted by elected officials.   

• S. Boyd stated that she didn’t have a problem with how the list was created 
but that she saw a need for a few tweaks to the list. S. Boyd further stated 
that she didn’t necessarily feel that Carolina Beach Road bicycle lanes was a 
terrible location for a project, but that perhaps this project should be 
tweaked to reflect the multi-use path cross-section that was adopted in the 
greenway plan. K. Mills agreed with S. Boyd’s sentiments and stated that the 
WMPO BikePed Committee worked very hard for a long time to develop the 
Universe of Bicycle projects that was the basis of the original list.  

• K. Crichton stated that she was uncomfortable with the tweaks that were 
made on the list by staff and stated that the connection was not clear as to 
why some projects in ranked order from Cape Fear Commutes 2035 were not 
on the list; for example bicycle lanes on Shipyard Boulevard. A. Harrington 
stated that bicycle lanes on Shipyard Boulevard had been specifically 
discouraged from the NC Ports Authority at WMPO BikePed Committee 
meetings. A. Harrington stated that any tweaks that the WMPO BikePed 
Committee desired to the list, they could make and that the list before them 
was the staff recommendation. S. Rashid stated that staff requested that 
WMPO BikePed Committee make a decision at this meeting with whatever 
tweaks they wanted to the list. S. Rashid stated that K. Crichton made a good 
point but that the effort required to update the list might be better put to 
updating the MTP, especially as the P 3.0 list was not anticipated to have a 
very big impact on funding for bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  

• A. Sharp stated that the P 3.0 list was important in that it was a statement of 
regional priorities. A. Sharp re-iterated what he heard from the group – that 
the list was probably not going to have a huge impact on bicycle and 
pedestrian facility funding; that the committee wanted to add the multi-use 
path from Brunswick Nature Park to Westgate Park; that the committee was 
unsure of bicycle lanes on Carolina Beach Road inconsistent with the 
greenway plan. 



• A. Harrington pointed out that project “A” was a project that scored well on 
most grant applications and that it was a good candidate for getting grant 
funding; in light of this she asked the committee to consider replacing this 
project if they wanted to add the Brunswick County multi-use path.  

• S. Boyd moved that they change project “D” to make it consistent with the 
greenway plan (change it to a multi-use path instead of bicycle lanes). And 
that they remove project “A” to replace it with the Brunswick County multi-
use path. A. Schroetel seconded the motion with the caveat that after the 
projects were scored by NCDOT that they would be evaluated by the 
committee and that the list be evaluated for future prioritization processes. 
The motion passed with K. Crichton dissenting. 

 
b) Sections 6 & 7 

• J. Haire agreed to be a section leader for Section 6 at the next meeting. 
• S. Boyd agreed to be a section leader for Section 7 at the next meeting. 

 
c) Sections 8 & 9 

• S. Whitney agreed to be a section leader for section 8 at the next meeting. 
•  K. Crichton agreed to be a section leader for section 9 at the next meeting.  

 
3) Other Discussion 

• A. Sharp requested that each section be labeled with a name. 
• A. Schroetel spoke about the Cape Fear Cyclist’s recent award – Cape Fear 

Cyclists were Adopt-a-Highways sponsors for 25 years of cleanups. This 
represents the only non-profit organization in the entire Cape Fear Region to 
achieve this record.  

 
4) Announcements 

• WMPO Technical Coordinating Committee, August 14 at 10:00 a.m. 
• WMPO Transportation Advisory Committee, August 28 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
5) Next Meetings 

• The September 19th MTP meeting was cancelled and replaced with a WMPO 
BikePed Committee meeting from 8:30-10:30 instead.  

      
6) Adjournment  

• The committee was adjourned after the September Meeting date was 
clarified. 
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