
Wilmington Urban Area 
Technical Coordinating Committee 
Meeting Notes for October 16, 2013 

 
Members Present: 
Mike Kozlosky, Wilmington MPO 
Robert Waring, Town of Leland 
Chris O’Keefe, New Hanover County 
Eryn Moller, Town of Wrightsville Beach 
Helen Bunch, Brunswick County 
Ashley Frank, Pender County 
Pat Walsh, Town of Belville 
Stephanie Ayers, NC Ports 
Albert Eby, WAVE Transit 
Don Bennett, City of Wilmington 
Julie Wilsey Wilmington International Airport 
Patrick Riddle, NCDOT Division 3 
Nora McCann, NCDOT Transportation Planning Branch 
Allen Serkin, Cape Fear RPO 
 
Others Attending 
Jill Stark, FHWA 
 
1.  Call to Order 
Mr. Kozlosky called the meeting to order at 10:03 am.   
 
2.  Approval of Minutes  
The minutes for the September 11th meeting were approved unanimously.   
 
3.  New Business 
a. Resolution supporting NCDOT to conduct a study for the removal of left-turning movements 

to/from Wrightsville Avenue and Airlie Road 
Mr. Kozlosky told members NCDOT is requesting support to conduct a study for the removal of left 
turning movements to/from Wrightsville Avenue and Airlie Road.  There are safety concerns regarding 
sight-distances at that location.  The Town of Wrightsville and the City of Wilmington have adopted 
resolutions of support for the study.  The Department is also requesting support from the WMPO.   
 
Ms. Moller made the motion to support NCDOT conducting a study for the removal of left turning 
movements to/from Wrightsville Avenue and Airlie Road and forward to the TAC for consideration.  Ms 
Ayers seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   
 

b. Resolution requesting the US Coast Guard and NCDOT modify the Heide Trask drawbridge 
opening schedule 
Mr. Kozlosky told members that currently the Heide Trask drawbridge opens on-the-hour and any time for 
commercial vessels.  The resolution requests the US Coast Guard to consider only opening the 
drawbridge on-the-hour regardless of the type vessel requiring access while the construction on the 
bridge is taking place.  Construction is expected to be completed by the end of May 2014.  Mr. Kozlosky 
noted that the Town of Wrightsville Beach adopted a similar resolution.   
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Mr. O’Keefe made the motion to request that the US Coast Guard and NCDOT modify the Heide Trask 
drawbridge opening schedule and forward to the TAC for consideration.  Ms. Moller seconded the motion 
and it carried unanimously.   
 

c. Resolution supporting NCDOT’s efforts to study and implement the compressed urban diamond 
interchange at various locations within the Wilmington MPO’s planning area boundary 
Mr. Kozlosky told members that NCDOT is requesting support to study the feasibility of implementing the 
compressed urban diamond interchange at four locations within the Wilmington MPO planning area 
boundary.  Mr. Kozlosky explained that the interchange has closely spaced ramp intersections with side-
by-side left turn lanes on minor streets that extend beyond the first ramp intersection.  Special signal 
phasing allows queuing of vehicles outside the ramp intersection.  This type of interchange minimizes the 
amount of right-of-way necessary for construction.  An example of this type interchange can be found in 
Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina.   
 
Mr. Walsh told members the compressed urban diamond interchange is used at three locations in 
Johnson City, Tennessee.  They keep the through-traffic flowing and eliminate the traffic tie-ups going in 
and out of the malls where the interchanges are used.   
 
Mr. O’Keefe told members he was concerned about the wording in the resolution stating that NCDOT 
desires to study the feasibility of implementing the compressed urban diamond interchange.   
 
Mr. McCann made the motion to approve the amended resolution supporting NCDOT efforts to study the 
potential implementation of the compressed urban diamond interchange at various locations within the 
MPO Planning Area Boundary.  Mr. Walsh seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   
 

d. Resolution adopting the Federal Functional Classification Maps 
Ms. Rashid told members staff was asked by NCDOT and FHWA to review the Federal Functional 
Classification Maps and see if what we have adopted is still relevant.  Staff worked with Ms. McCann in 
looking at how roadways are functioning today.  After reviewing the data, staff developed the 2013 
WMPO Proposed Functional Classification Maps.   
 
Ms. Stark told members while a major review of roadway functions are done every 10 years, the 
Functional Classification Maps can be amended anytime.   
 
The committee discussed modifications to the maps and made the following changes: 1) Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Parkway changed from principal arterial to freeway/expressway between the Isabel Holmes 
Bridge and the N 23rd Street Bridge, and 2) removal the minor collector designation of Cahill Drive from 
Rose Avenue to Racine Drive. 
 
Ms. McCann made the motion to adopt the Federal Functional Classification Maps as amended and 
forward to the TAC for consideration.  Mr. O’Keefe seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   
 

e. Resolution adopting the Roadways projects for submittal in Prioritization 3.0 
Ms. Rashid told members the roadway projects list is the same as the list submitted for Prioritization 2.0.  
The projects are already in the system.  She said that staff removed Dow Road (R-4708) from the list 
because it has been constructed.  Ms. Rashid noted that up to 13 additional roadways could submit if 
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desired.  She said the list must be entered in the system in January.  The TCC/TAC will then assign local 
input points to projects across all modes of transportation.  Mr. Kozlosky told members the committee will 
have to adopt a methodology for assigning the local input points.   
 
Ms. Frank asked if the MPO boundary expansion area was taken into consideration when the project 
submittal list was crafted; and if not, shouldn’t those areas be considered. She noted that currently 
Pender County utilizes a local in-put process.  She said that the next meeting to solicit public input is 
scheduled for the end of October.  Ms. Frank asked if the roadway project list could be modified at a later 
date.  Mr. Kozlosky stated that the timeframe for getting the projects into the system must be taken into 
consideration.  He told members that changes can submitted by the TAC members. 
 
Mr. O’Keefe asked if the TCC could adopt the list today and have an opportunity to add to it at a later 
date.  Mr. Kozlosky said any project additions from the public meetings in Pender County could be 
relayed to Mr. David Williams prior to the TAC meeting on December 11th.   
 
Ms. Frank made the motion to adopt the roadway projects list for submittal in Prioritization 3.0 with an 
amendment for additional new projects coming, if needed after Pender County’s public hearings; along 
with the removal of the Dow Road Project and forward to the TAC for consideration.  Mr. O’Keefe 
seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   
 

f. Resolution adopting Public Transportation projects for submittal in Prioritization 3.0 
Ms. Rashid told members staff worked with the Cape Fear Public Transportation Authority in submitting 
the project for submittal in Prioritization 3.0.  The Wilmington Multi-modal Transportation Center was their 
only request for submittal.   
 
Mr. O’Keefe made the motion to adopt the public transportation project for submittal in Prioritization 3.0 
and forward to the TAC for consideration.  Mr. Bennett seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   
 

g. Resolution adopting Aviation projects for submittal in Prioritization 3.0 
Ms. Rashid told members the Wilmington International Airport submitted the list of projects for submittal 
in Prioritization 3.0.  Ms. Wilsey noted that these projects are funded 90% by the FAA through AIP, and 
then State TIP money funds 5% and they provide a 5% match.   
 
Mr. O’Keefe made the motion to adopt the aviation projects for submittal in Prioritization 3.0 and forward 
to the TAC for consideration.  Mr. Bennett seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 

h. Resolution adopting the STIP/MTIP Amendments (August/September) 
Mr. Kozlosky told members that the STIP/MTIP Amendments for August/September include various 
Statewide Initiatives.  The 30-day public comment period was held for these amendments.   
 
Mr. Riddle made the motion to adopt the STIP/MTIP Amendments for August and September and 
forward to the TAC for consideration.  Ms. Bunch seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 

i. Resolution adopting STIP/MTIP Administrative Modifications (August/September) 
Mr. Kozlosky told members that the STIP/MTIP Administrative Modifications for August/September 
include various Statewide Initiatives.  They include various lane departure systemic improvements and 
modifications for Cape Fear Public Transportation Authority’s Operations and Maintenance Facility. 
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Ms. McCann made a motion to adopt the STIP/MTIP Administrative Modifications for August/September 
and forward to the TAC for consideration.  Mr. O’Keefe seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.   
 

4.  Discussion 
a. STIP/MTIP Administrative Modifications (October) 

Mr. Kozlosky told members there are some modifications to the STIP/MTIP for October.  They 
include delaying the right-of-way for EB-5543, the Middle Sound Loop Road multi-use path from 
2013 to 2014 to allow time for design, to accelerate various improvements for the Ferry, and delay 
right-of-way acquisition from 2014 to 2015 for Military Cutoff Extension.  He noted that because 
these are Administrative Modifications, they do not require a 30-day public comment period. 
 

b. Strategic Mobility Formula  
Mr. Kozlosky told members the video was not available on the NCDOT website for today’s meeting.   

 
c. Public Transportation Agencies Representative Guidance 

Mr. Kozlosky told members MAP-21 requires representation by providers of public transportation in 
each MPO that serves a TMA no later than October 1, 2014.  The proposed policy guidance is 
intended to assist MPOs and providers of public transportation in complying with this new 
requirement.  Mr. Kozlosky noted that the TAC currently includes a Cape Fear Public 
Transportation Authority Board representative as a member.  
 

5.  Updates 
Updates are included in the agenda packet.   
 
6.  Announcements 
 
 
7.  Adjournment 
With no further items, the meeting was adjourned at 11:09 am. 
 

THE ABOVE MINUTES ARE NOT A VERBATIM RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS.   
THE ENTIRE PROCEEDINGS ARE RECORDED ON A COMPACT DISC AS PART OF THIS RECORD. 


